
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

200 NEW SCHOOLS 

were built 

120 SCHOOLS SET 

UP CHILD 
PROTECTION CLUBS 

Your Annual Update from China  

We would like to share some exciting progress achieved in Shaanxi, 

thanks for your help! 

  

Plan International has supported access to education in Shaanxi by building 

almost 200 schools in the area. We ensured that these schools are 

equipped with systems that support clean water and sanitation, like 

constructing toilets and bathing facilities. To promote extracurricular 

involvement, students were provided with musical instruments and sports 

equipment. More than 60,000 children have benefitted from this initiative! 

 

We have also contributed to the maintenance of community health. 570  

village doctors were recruited. With the support from Plan International, they 

provided professional knowledge and equipment training to village clinics. 

These training enabled more villagers to access to timely treatment when 

they are ill.   

  

Through supplying nearly 150 villages with water supply systems and 

19,323 families with sanitary toilets, we helped create a clean and healthy 

environment for children’s growth. Plan International has also provided 

training on environmental protection and sanitation, to ensure these 

solutions remain sustainable in Shaanxi. 

But we are not done yet – continue reading to find out more about how your 
contributions are benefitting Shaanxi children and their families!  

“All of us learned about bullying and now I realised that 
the jokes and nicknames we made are not innocent, but 

a form of bullying.”  
 

Li, 11, a sponsored child from Shaanxi  

 

72,000 

VILLAGERS LEARNed 
BASIC MEDICAL AND 

SELF-CARE 
KNOWLEDGE 

Our impact 

19,323 FAMILIES 

now have SANITARY 
TOILETS 

41,600 

STUDENTS TRAINED 
ON CHILDREN’S 

RIGHTS   

 

 

Shaanxi 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Life for children in Shaanxi 
Shaanxi is situated amongst mountains in the hinterland of inland 
China. Many residents of Shaanxi reside in cave dwellings, a form 
of accommodation that is traditional to the region. Rich cultural 
practices have been cultivated in the region and passed down in 
the form of folk songs and opera. Paper cutting, known as window 
flower, is a celebrated traditional art form often crafted by women in 
the province. 
  
Unfortunately, children face barriers to reaching their full potential 
in Shaanxi. Poverty-stricken areas in the region contribute to low 
quality early child care and education. Child labourers in the area 
are also exploited.   
  
The position of children is undervalued in local society. Youth lack 
a clear understanding of their rights and is in great need of access 
to more forms of social participation through school, or wider 
community involvement. Rigid social gender roles instilled in 
the family and perpetuated through schooling also further limit the 
means of girls to contribute to productive life.   

climate  

3 ZONES: 
TEMPERATE, 
WARM 
TEMPERATE 
AND 
SUBTROPICAL 

26% 

WE STARTED WORKING 
IN SHAANXI IN POPULATION  

80% 2% 

 

      

OF CHILDREN HAVE 
EXPERIENCED PHYSICAL ABUSE  

OF TOILETS FAIL 
SANITARY REQUIREMENTS 

OF LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
WORK ON GIRLS RIGHTS 

1999 37 million 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Investing in Youth Employment 
The failure in building professional skills at 
schools makes it extremely difficult for students 
to secure employment when they migrate to the 
cities for work. To combat this, we conducted a 
job market research and developed vocational 
skills training courses to fit employment needs. 
Our programme and trainings recruited 
marginalised youths and targeted at those with 
the greatest need.   
  
We also supported the youth by connecting 
them with job placement services and career 
guidance. An outcome of this was the 
establishment of a youth and gender-friendly 
employer network, which encourages young 
people entering the workforce through creating 
positive working environments. The 
collaborative network also helps to ensure that 
the youth are not being taken advantage of in 
the workplace.   
  
Through our programme, 300 marginalised 
young people have now learned necessary 
skills and services to gain employment to build 
their futures. 

 

The education system in Shaanxi falls short in providing students 
with real learning opportunities beyond academic achievement. 
Important life skills such as communication, career planning, 
teamwork and collaboration are all neglected, leaving many 
youths socially and professionally disadvantaged.   

   

Plan International’s project helped schools organise 
activities addressing gender awareness in science and 
technology. Teachers were specifically trained to 
promote the participation of girls in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. Integrating a gender-
balanced approach in this male-dominated field will help 
create new social and economic opportunities for girls in 
Shaanxi. 

 

Gender stereotypes are deeply rooted in Shaanxi, 
creating barriers for girls. Many parents and teachers 
believe that girls are weaker in the fields of science and 
technology which ultimately limits their professional 
development. Some girls who go for these career paths 
often experience obstacles in obtaining resources and 
opportunities to grow and develop in the field. Our Girls 
and Technology project aims to promote a more 
balanced gender perspective for enrolling in science, 
technology, and mathematics subjects in schools. 

 

Empowering Girls in Technology 

“Since I joined the robot 
project, I’m no longer afraid of 
doing different things. I want to 
express my gratitude to Plan 

International for giving me such 
a great opportunity to learn. I 
have learned a lot from the 

project.  
Thank you very much!"  

 
Wang, 13, sponsored child 

from Shaanxi  

 
Youth access important life skills through our  employment 

project. The activities prepare young people for life beyond 

the classroom 

 

We are empowering young 
girls to take control of their 

future 



 

 

 

 

 

 

With your support, we will continue to ensure that children's rights are 
respected, and they are able to thrive.  

In the coming year, we will continue tour work on establishing working 
relationships with more local institutions in Shaanxi. These partnerships 
will ensure the best possible solutions for community development can be 
achieved with the input from the local population.   
  
Plan International’s upcoming programmes will focus on these has 
targeted  areas in Shaanxi: child protection, early parenting, youth 
employment and gender equality. Investing in these programme areas will 
benefit more children and families. Our holistic approach to sustainable 
development in the region aligns with our goal of leaving no child behind.   
  
These are just some of the many ways your kindness will continue to touch 
the lives of your sponsored child and other children in Shaanxi in the 
upcoming year. Thank you for your support to our movement in protecting 
children’s rights everywhere! 

Your Support Changing Lives 

Message from WANG 

SHAOPING   
Program Unit Manager, Shaanxi  

  

“With your help we have made great 

progress in our work in the past year. 

All the projects we have implemented 

have achieved great results and the 

impact of these projects have 

significantly been playing a positive 

role in promoting the healthy growth of 

children in Shaanxi”. 

 

 

 

 


