
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We would like to share some exciting progress achieved in Thailand, 
thanks for your help! 

Last year, with your sponsorship we have trained young girls on gender 
equality, as well as conducted an assessment on the situation of child 
protection in seven communities. We managed to work with local authorities 
to establish structures at the village level to facilitate child protection. 
Children and youth have received training to contribute towards establishing 
child protection strategies within their communities. 
 
Working together with local partners, we have trained community leaders on 
data storage in order to document stateless people. New born children were 
registered and received official birth certificates. This is one of the ways for 
stateless people to obtain basic rights. 
 
These incredible achievements are taking shape across Chiang Rai. We 
couldn't be more grateful to you for making them happen. Read on to find 
out how your generosity is changing the lives of children, like your sponsored 
child, across this region. 

  
“Today, I’m finally a registered Thai citizen. Now I can focus on my 

studies and go to study in the city I dreamed of." 

Namee, 8, participated in the legal status project 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
In the mountainous and river-filled landscape of Chiang Rai, many 
children experience challenges in accessing education. For those 
who live in remote areas, they have to travel long hours on foot, 
cross rivers or climb hills to school. In combination with obstacles 
due to poverty, many children are not able to go to school regularly. 
As a result, significant disparities occur in children’s school 
performance. Furthermore, in comparison to girls, it is more likely 
for boys in Chiang Rai to abandon school before completion 
because of family poverty. They are often required to help support 
family income. 
 
Youth, and particularly young women, often get caught in the cycle 
of poverty, where low income limits their pursuit of higher education 
and creates a barrier in accessing better job opportunities. When 
they are left with limited possibilities, many girls decide to get 
married before the age of 18. In such situation, girls and young 
women have little power to decide what is best for their lives. 

WE STARTED WORKING IN  
CHIANG RAI IN 

 

OF CHILDREN DROP OUT OF 
SCHOOL 

OF GIRLS BETWEEN 15-19 ARE 
MARRIED 

OF PEOPLE LIVE OFF FARMING 
OR THE LAND 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Plan International is working together with youth 
volunteers and parents in ten villages to organise 
campaigns against child marriage and early pregnancies. 
We are also organising training for children, youths and 
parents in the community on reproductive health and 
gender equality rights. The youth volunteers who have 
received the training then become lecturers on 
reproductive health, thereby contributing towards 
spreading awareness in their communities. 

 
Ethnic minority girls are often vulnerable to early 
marriage, teenage pregnancies and child 
trafficking.  Poverty limits access to opportunities for 
girls in this region. Moreover, community members lack 
knowledge on the importance of promoting child rights. 
Since early marriage is common, parents have come to 
accept it as normal. They fail to intervene when girls 
drop out of school at 13 and even start families. 

 
Plan International is working with children and 
youth groups to conduct child protection 
campaigns in 31 communities. This initiative 
has increased the knowledge and skills of 
children by empowering them to participate in 
decision making in communities’ child 
protection structures. We are also training girls 
on how to identify and react to issues of child 
protection and gender inequality within their 
communities. 

Plan International is leading community 
meetings with child protection networks which 
pool skills, knowledge and resources to 
strengthen and unify a voice against child harm. 
The streamlining of efforts towards ending child 
violence ensures that community members and 
local leadership are actively working together 
towards building efficient community based 
child protection structures. 

 
In Chiang Rai where the majority of the families live in rural 
areas, there is a lack of knowledge in children rights and 
protection, which results in child neglect. The absence of 
community structures to adequately care and protect children 
often leaves them vulnerable to violence.  

 
“I’m happy that the project 
‘Teen Power for Better Life’ 

was launched in my village. I 
learnt about the prevention of 
sexually transmitted diseases 
and pregnancy. I have learnt a 

lot, and now I understand 
myself and I’ can protect 

myself. I will only get married 
after 20 years old.” 

Jiraporn, 15, sponsored child 

in Chiang Rai 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

With your ongoing support, Plan International will continue to work with the 
children, families and partners in Chiang Rai to ensure that children’s 
rights are respected and that they are able to thrive. 

In the coming year, we will continue to work towards promoting and 
implementing the gender transformative approach in all of our 
development projects. This includes community-based child protection 
mechanism, Teen Power for Better Life and community management 
project to fight harmful social norms, gender stereotypes, discrimination 
and gender-based violence. All the projects aim to improve girls and young 
women’s well-being. 

Plan International will work with families and community leaders to create 
an enabling environment to advance children’s rights and equality for 
girls.   
 
These are just some of the many ways your kindness will continue to touch 
the life of your sponsored child and other children in Chiang Rai. Thank 
you for all that you do! 

 

Programme Area Manager, Chiang 
Rai 

“Your support helps us transform 
lives by bringing new opportunities to 
children, youth, their families and 
communities. Thank you for your 
generous support. It means the world 
to us and all of children and youth in 
our communities. We look forward to 
having you join us on our journey in 
the following years.” 

 

 

 


